OPEN DIVISION

RULESAND REGULATIONS

HOTLANTA SOFTBALL LEAGUE
(Revised March 2007)
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SECTION 1 RULESAND REGULATIONSFOR THE HSL OPEN
DIVISION

A. A League, in order to function smoothly, must haweet of documents that govern
organization and operation. The governing documehthe Hotlanta Softball League
(HSL) are the Constitution and Division Rules arefjiations. League Rules must be
understood by members, managers and players. YAafdpe Rules and Regulations
adopted each year by the Winter Council will bevated to each team representative at the
Spring General Membership meeting.

*Amendments to the Rules and Regulations can besrpadsuant to article VIII of the HSL
Constitution.

SECTION 2 DIVISIONS OF PLAY

A. The Open Division will be comprised of four (4) &s of competitive play. A, B, C, and D
Divisions.

B. Player and team eligibility to play in a specifigidion will be determined based on current
NAGAAA Player and Team Rating Guidelines.

C. In order to foster new membership, a Recreatiomakdn may be established which will
not be eligible for the GSWS. This "Rec" Divisiaill comply with ratings of D-Division as
established by NAGAAA. Individual players may bgible to be picked-up for GSWS

play.
SECTION 3 HSL MEMBERSHIP

A. “Team” Membership in the Organization shall requites in an amount per team, per
season, as set by the Executive Council. Team raeship dues may be paid by an
individual or group or by a sponsor from the ldeasiness community. Divisional
declaration must be made upon payment of team dues.

B. “Playing” Membership in the Organization shall requdues in an amount per person, per
season as set by the Executive Council. “PlayMgimbership shall be defined as:

1. An Eligible player.
2. Permitted to participate fully in all activities tife Organization, including voting
privileges.

C. “Non-Playing” Membership in the Organization shaljuire dues in an amount per person,
per season, as set by the Executive Council. “Nagiiy” Membership shall be defined as:

1. Any person other than an eligible player.
2. Permitted to participate fully in all activities tife Organization, including voting
privileges.

D. “Booster Club” Membership in the Organization shatjuire dues in an amount per person,
per season, as set by the Executive Council. SBwdcClub” Membership shall be defined
as:

1. Any person other than an eligible player or a ntayipg member.
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2. Permitted to participate fully in all activities tife Organization, excluding voting
privileges.

E. No refunds of team or membership dues will be miadelSL after the start of regular
season play.

Only HSL members are allowed on the field and bearela.

. Authorization must be obtained before the namehotggraph of any HSL member may be
published or announced by HSL. HSL cannot be reddonsible for the actions taken by
any media that does not have HSL approval.

H. Any person, team, or sponsor who presents a cloeldSt that is not honored by the bank
will be required to pay a $30 (thirty dollar) feedaany dues via certified check or money
order before that person or team is allowed ta@péte in HSL. Any person, team, or
sponsor who presents more than one (1) check ateadar year, which is not honored by
the bank, may be required by the Executive Coungilay any monies due HSL via certified
check or money order for the remainder of that year the following year.

|. The Executive Council may declare any person onspoineligible for membership in HSL
if such person has any debt to HSL and has failedake satisfactory arrangements for
repayment of such debt. Any such declaration eligrbility will require the affirmative
votes of 75% of the Executive Council.

J. Playing, Non-Playing, and Booster Club membersosspssion of assets belonging to HSL
shall return such assets to HSL on demand. Anlylenas regarding assets shall be resolved
by the Executive Council.

@m

SECTION 4 TEAM MEMBERSHIP

A. Team membership shall be limited to twenty (20yeta per roster in the A, B, C, D, and
Rec divisions. Team membership shall include uitdich“non-playing” members and
unlimited “booster club” members.

1. A team roster with player ratings must be presetddtle Open Secretary before the
HSL regular season begins on a date set by theuExecCouncil. The final team
roster and player ratings must be presented t@pgen Secretary by a date set by the
Open Executive Council.

2. Arevised team roster and player ratings form rbessubmitted to the Open Secretary
on the Friday preceding the next scheduled ganoeder for the revision to be in
effect.

3. A maximum of two (2) non-resident players may bauded on the roster of any team.
In accordance with NAGAAA rules, residency musteséablished with two (2) of the
following: lease of legal residency, utility bipphone bill, gas bill, or other bills to the
residence.

4. HSL'’s territory includes the State of Georgia, 8tate of South Carolina, the City of
Chattanooga (Tennessee) and the City of CharlNtietlj Carolina). Players residing
in these areas are considered residents.

5. A player must satisfy other requirements for pgrtition as may be established by
NAGAAA.

B. A player may not change teams without being rekageplayer may not change teams after
the start of the third week of play of the regidaason. To change teams, a player must
inform both coaches and the Open Division Commissi@f his/her intent. A new
registration form must be completed and approvetheyHSL Commissioner, Open
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Division Commissioner or Officer of the Day befahat player is eligible. A player may

plea a hardship case to the Open Executive Cotaibive this rule.

New players may not be added to the team roster thi team has played more than 50% of
its scheduled games. Cases of hardship may baleppe the Open Division Executive
Council.

SECTION 5 INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION

A.

Every member must submit an HSL registration fquany membership dues, and any other
document deemed necessary by the Executive Ccufoite he/she is eligible to participate.
A member must sign his/her own form which must thersigned by the team coach or
manager. It is the coach’s or manager’s respditgith submit any registration forms and
dues to the HSL Commissioner, Open Division Comionss, or Officer of the Day before
that member participates.

In any case where this procedure is not followexperly, the coach accepts the personal
responsibility for any consequences that may resuérms of liability. The member and the
coach in question would both face possible discgrly action.

A playing member must have an approved NAGAAA mgiom file with HSL before he/she
is eligible to play.

SECTION 6 PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

HSL Rules and Regulations will govern player eliig§p Violation of these Guidelines will
make the player in question ineligible for partatipn in that particular category of competition.
Any Fall season sanctioned by HSL will abide byutagseason guidelines.

A. Regular Season Guidelines

A player must be duly registered and on only @)eHSL team.

A player must be at least eighteen (18) yeaegjefby the date he/she joins the league.
A player must not be on suspension on game day.

Players under twenty-one (21) years of age atrallowed to participate in functions
that are hosted at establishments that requirenammam age of twenty-one (21) to
enter.

PwpnPE

B. HSL Spring Season Tournament Guidelines

1. A player must be duly registered and on only @)edSL team.

2. A player must be at least eighteen (18) yeaexjefby the date he/she joins the league.

3. A player must not be on suspension on game day.

4. Players under twenty-one (21) years of age araliowed to participate in functions
that are hosted at establishments that requirenanam age of twenty-one (21) to
enter.

5. A player must have been present and listedddiggpation in a minimum of 50% of
his/her respective HSL Open Division team’s regakason games as determined by
the official HSL scorebook or scorecard. Casesanfiship may be appealed to the
Softball Council.

C. GSWS Tournament Guidelines

1. A player must be duly registered and on only @)é4SL team.

Version: 07-03-07 Open Rules v1.6 50f 14



2. A player must be at least eighteen (18) yeaegyefby the date he/she joins the league.

3. A player must not be on suspension during thesdaf the GSWS.

4. Players under twenty-one (21) years of age atraliowed to participate in functions
that are hosted at establishments that requirenammam age of twenty-one (21) to
enter.

5. A player must have been present and listedddigipation in a minimum of 50% of
his/her HSL Open Division team’s regular seasoreduate as determined by the
official HSL scorebook or scorecard. Cases of slaigimay be appealed to the
Softball Council.

6. A player must satisfy any other requirementgpfaticipation as may be established by
NAGAAA.

SECTION 7 SCHEDULES AND STANDINGS

A. The HSL season schedule will be prepared byetterutive Council after the deadline to
register teams. HSL Team Representatives wilkbedad a season schedule as soon as it
becomes final.

B. Team Representatives will be issued a seas@dathand HSL line-up cards before the
season starts. Home team will be designated osctiedule.

C. lItis the responsibility of the Open Commissiooehis/her designee to inform the team
representatives as to whether or not the fieldaggble. It is the team representative’s
responsibility to inform the players.

D. Games cancelled will be rescheduled at the eliger of the Open Executive Council. The
Open Secretary will notify in writing the team repentative of each team involved in the
revised schedule.

E. In the event of change in weather conditionsraftgame has started, the umpire can suspend
a game until weather conditions improve, or caaaghme. ASA Rules apply for all
suspended and/or cancelled games.

F. Request for schedule changes will be decidetid¥pen Executive Council. Teams must
give a 30-day written notice for a possible schedilange. Schedule change requests on
less than 30-days notice may be considered inregt@rcumstances. The Open Executive
Council has the right to refuse a schedule chaegeest.

G. If ateam leaves the league during the seasamifpreason, all teams shall receive a win
whether or not they have played the team in questio

H. Standings will be kept by HSL and will be pubksi regularly.

SECTION 8 LENGTH OF GAME

A. A game will have a time limit, with no new inmgyrstarting after the time limit expires. The
time limit for all games will be determined priar the start of the regular season by the
Executive Council and announced at the HSL Spriagggal Membership Meeting.

B. All tie games will continue, using the ASA tieslaker rule, after the time limit expires or
after seven (7) innings have been completed, ariébm wins.

C. Ateam shall be declared winners if, after {{sgcompleted innings they have scored twelve
(12) runs, or fifteen (15) runs after four (4) ings, or twenty (20) runs after three (3)
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innings, more than their opponent. Complete insimyist be played, unless the home team
scores the run ahead limit while at bat.

All Summer Season Tournament trophy games wilblayed for a full seven (7) innings (six
and one-half (6 & %) if the home team is aheadhwi time limit and/or run rule.

. Rule changes related to time limits and schaduiiay be implemented by the Executive

Council as deemed necessary before and duringgets®s and/or post-season.
If games are delayed for rain or other inclenvegdther, the Officers of the Day may change
the format of games in order to try and compleli¢hal games of the day.

SECTION 9 PLAYING RULES

HSL will abide by the official softball rules adeat by the Amateur Softball Association (ASA)
with the following exceptions:

A.

HSL Open Division Rules and Regulations and fficial ASA Rulebook will be at the field
during all games to assist in resolving any po&tmidnflicts. It is each Coach's responsibility
to carry copies of these documents.

All HSL games shall be officiated by an ASA amited umpire. If such an umpire is not
available, any knowledgeable member of HSL mutuadjseed to by both managers, having
both signed the official scorecard prior to the gamith the Officer of the Day present, will
be allowed to officiate.

The Home Plate Umpire will be the official sdageper. Prior to the start of each game, the
coaches, using the HSL Line-up Card, must provide-Home Plate Umpire and the
opposing coach with the official line-up includiegbstitutes and players present but unable
to play due to injury. The home team’s scorebodkbe the official scorebook. If the home
team does not have a scorekeeper, then the visgoorebook will become the official
scorebook and which time the umpire will note tinsthe official scorecard. The official
HSL Line-up Card will determine HSL standings artalypr participation.

. Official Line-up — A team shall consist of nawer than nine (9) players. A team shall not be

allowed to start or continue a game with fewer thaxe (9) players. A team that begins with
nine (9) players may add a tenth (10) player dutiveggame. Such tenth (10) player must
bat in the tenth (10) position in the line-up. e&am that begins play with nine (9) players
will be penalized with an automatic out in the te(®0) spot in the line-up. A team that
begins play with ten (10) players may end the gaitie nine (9) players, but the missing
player becomes an automatic out in the line-upSAARules apply to starting line-ups with
eleven (11) players.)

There will be a ten-minute (10) grace periodther first game of the day only. A team must
have enough players to field a team at the desdrstarting time of their game or the
umpire will call an official forfeit. The ten-mine (10) grace period will count as part of the
official game time.

Uniforms must consist of matching team shirtshvwiumbers on either the front, back, and/or
sleeves. If a team has more than one uniform, ghptayer may be allowed to wear either
team shirt if approved by the Officer of the Dayowever, players on the same team may
not wear identical numbers. The ASA Uniform Ruld tbe superceded by ASA Rules
related to blood stained uniforms and open wourgfdgcement uniforms will not have to
match).
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G. Any ASA-approved bat will be allowed. Anyoneugat using an illegal bat, whether

intentionally or not, will immediately be ejectetbin the game. If the game has completed
three (3) innings of play, the player is suspendedhe remainder of the game in question
and the following scheduled game. There is no alppethis rule.

SECTION 10 FORFEITS

A.

A team will forfeit a game for any of the following
1. Failure to have and maintain a minimum of ninep(@yers on the field.
2. Quitting in defiance of an umpire’s decision.
3. Fielding a player who is ineligible on game day.
A fine will be accessed for each forfeit as follows
1. First forfeit = $50
2. Each additional forfeit = $100

. Teams are ineligible to play if fines are not playdcheck, certified check, or money order,

by the start of their games the next scheduled wéelkay. After payment, a team may
appeal their fine, in writing, to the Executive @ai to have their money refunded.

. A team may not be considered for the GSWS if fisn@snot paid.

A team with three (3) forfeits will be dropped frahe league for the remainder of the
season. Appeals for reinstatement may be madwijting, to the Executive Council.
A team with more than two (2) forfeits will be datd ineligible for the GSWS
participation.

. Any forfeit due to a ratings protest will not besassed a fine but will affect eligibility for the

GSWS as noted in Rule 10F. Such forfeits will alebcount towards the Rule 10E forfeit
limit.

. A team may plea a hardship case, in writing, tokecutive Council to waive any of these

sanctions.

SECTION 11 Player Ratings

A.

B.

Coaches are responsible for creating and mainigia rating for each player on their team
roster as set forth by the NAGAAA Player and Teaatify Guidelines.

A player's coach may change a rating questioa fadayer with an existing rating from a
"No" to a "Yes" in conjunction with notifying in wimg by submitting a revised player rating
form to the Open Assistant Commission and Openesagr. A player is deemed to have an
existing rating if a rating from the current yearmoior two years is on file with HSL or
NAGAAA.

A coach seeking to change a rating questioa faayer with an existing rating from a "Yes"
to a "No" must obtain approval from the Judiciargadings Committee (JHC).

Requests for rating reductions (i.e. "yes" to"Jrthat involve serious private health issues of
players may be heard by the Open Division Execufigancil instead of the JHC. The
Chairman of the JHC will decide which situationslify as serious private health issues.
The Chairman will then forward the rating reductrequest to the Open Division Executive
Council for a hearing to decide the request.

Version: 07-03-07 Open Rules v1.6 8 of 14



E.

The Open Assistant Commissioner may elect togda rating question from a “No” to a
“Yes” after reviewing any evidence which substaetahe change. The Open Assistant
Commissioner must submit in writing the change suiostantiating evidence to be entered
into the Judiciary Hearings Committee (JHC) recor@kis information must also be
provided to the impacted player’s coach. An appesy be made, in writing, to the JHC
within 5 days of notification of the decision. aif appeal to the JHC is successful, the Open
Assistant Commissioner can not alter the appealclgruntil the following summer season.
If the rating change is not successfully appeateday be changed according to the
provisions of Section 11.

SECTION 12. JUDICIARY HEARINGSCOMMITTEE

A.

At the HSL Annual Spring Meeting of the appr@te year, the Open Executive Council will

appoint a chairman to serve as head of a Juditlagyings Committee (JHC). This

Chairman will preside over a committee consistihgepresentatives from each division (A,

B, C, D), elected by the Open Division Council, ethwill listen, debate, and decide on

requests for ratings reductions and protests.

The Open Division Council will nominate and theste to determine two (2) Open Division

HSL Members from each division of play and four fMjLarge Alternates during the

Annual Spring Meeting of the appropriate year. leaicthese Division Representatives will

have one vote during JHC meetings, creating 8 abiglvotes. (Quorum=5 voting members,

not including Chairman). No member of the Exeai@ouncil may serve on the JHC.

Each member of the JHC including the chairmdhserve a term of two (2) full years

beginning immediately following the annual Spring#ling and ending when a new member

is appointed or elected.

1. Representatives for the A and C divisions, dsagethe three (3) At-Large Alternates

will be elected starting with the 2007 year ancewan years thereafter.

Representatives for the B and D divisions wélldbected on odd years.

The Chairman will be appointed on odd years.

In the event a member of the JHC cannot comfieie term and a vacancy is created,

the Executive Council may appoint a replacemegbtaplete the term.

5. The JHC Chairman may request the Open ExecGiumcil to remove any member of
the committee for excessive non-attendance andigtpgpoeplacement to fill the newly
created vacancy.

Pwn

. The Chairman will preside and keep professiondér during JHC meetings, but will not

vote, unless there is a tie. In the event thaCthairman cannot preside or attend a meeting,
a Chairman Pro-Temp from the members of the JHEU@ing Alternates) may be assigned
to act in his absence by the Chairman.

The Chairman will call a meeting of the JHC antify the JHC Representatives, the
representatives of the team(s) involved in thegstodr ratings reduction request at least five
(5) days before the meeting as to the date, titaegpand reason for the meeting, including
allegations.

The Chairman will preside over the meetingthie case of a game protest, a representative
of the team filing the protest will present theeé&sr the protest. The team representative of
the team being protested will then respond. Theltdoe a maximum of thirty (30) minutes
allowed for questions and comments from the JH@e fEam representatives will then leave
the room for a maximum of thirty (30) minutes ttoal for discussion by the JHC. At the
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end of the discussion by the JHC, the Represertatiml vote by secret ballot to decide
whether the game protest is upheld or invalidthincase of a ratings reduction request, a
similar hearing process will take place with theeption that there typically will be no
presentation against the ratings reduction requBse. JHC at its discretion may allow the
presentation of evidence against the ratings resluceéquest.

A game protest will be upheld if 75% or mordtw JHC representatives voting concur with
the protest. A ratings reduction request will benged if a majority of the JHC
representative voting concur with the requestthinevent of an upheld protest, the effect
will be in accordance with ASA rules.

. Any JHC member must permit an alternate (if Eade€), designated by the Chairman to vote

in his place or abstain from a vote where a candifanterest is determined. A conflict of
interest is defined as, but not limited to, thédaing: The player in question is on the same
team, a roommate, co-worker or partner as the Jid@lver.

At the end of the vote tabulation by the Chainmthe Chairman will assemble all persons
involved and the decision of the JHC will be prdedn

An appeal can be made to the Open Executive @dynsubmitting convincing new
evidence within three (3) days of JHC ruling.

Any person or team who becomes ineligible fayplvithin a division as a result of a JHC
decision will remain so until they successfully appthe JHC decision to the Open Division
Executive Council.

The Chairman is responsible for maintaining@éi minutes of each JHC meeting and its
subsequent decision. The minutes will be submttietie Open Secretary to be stored in the
HSL records.

SECTION 13. RULE VIOLATIONS

There will be three (3) types of rule violationdtnor, Major, and "Bad Standing". The
Softball Council will determine into which categaaysituation will fall based on the specific
details involved and the parties will be notifiedwriting by the Open Division Council.

A.

D.

Bad Standing - Any action determined by the Softball Councib®intentional, flagrant,
and/or detrimental to the best interests of the I@8ganization will result in penalties
assessed by the Executive Council which may inchudere not limited to: reprimand,
probation, suspension, loss of voting privilegesxpulsion. Any HSL Member put on

"Bad Standing" will be notified in writing by theSL Commissioner, and may be appealed
to the Executive Council after probationary peri®dver for reconsideration.

Minor Violations— A minor violation of HSL Constitution and Opeivi3ion Rules and
Regulations determined by the Softball Counciltodbe intentional or flagrant will result in
a reprimand, probation or suspension for a peraidamexceed five (5) games. The severity
of the consequences will be determined by the &bhf@ouncil.

Major Violations— Any violation of HSL Constitution and Open Dinis Rules and
Regulations determined by the Softball Councileédridentional or flagrant will result in a
severe suspension for a period lasting from sixg@hes until the end of the season. A year
on probation will accompany any such suspensiaimthEr violations while on probation

will result in prompt expulsion from HSL.

Special Conditions —

1. Unsportsmanlike conduct at any HSL functionaamility will not be tolerated.
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a. Such actions as spitting, excessive use or mtgfabscene gestures, or throwing of
objects will result in a hearing by the Softballu@ail in accordance with procedures
outlined in the HSL Constitution Article Xl Griemae/Appeal Process. Any such
behavior determined to be minor in nature will tesuone (1) warning by the
umpire or Officer of the Day. The warning will beglged onto the Official Scorecard
for use at the subsequent hearing.

b. Any further infraction by a player, coach, orlH®ember will result in expulsion
from any game, facility, or function in questiordasuspension from HSL pending a
hearing. Any HSL member involved in such activityf be asked to leave the
ballpark or facility. Failure to leave, when askedl result in expulsion from HSL.

c. Any verbal abuse, fighting, physical abuse,amédge to property involving an
umpire, officials, players, members, or fans by Bi8L. member will result in
immediate expulsion from any game in question amuédiate suspension from
HSL. Any HSL member involved in any such actiwtyl be asked to leave the
ballpark or facility. Failure to leave, when askeal result in expulsion from HSL.

2. Enforcement of this rule will be executed by HeL Executive Officer designated as

Officer of the Day by the Commissioner.

SECTION 14 PROTESTS

All ASA protest rules will apply.

The official HSL protest must be filed in wrigrwith the Open Division Commissioner or
Officer of the Day within twenty-four (24) hourstef the game in question. It must be
accompanied by a protest fee (certified checksamey orders only) as set forth by Rule
14C. If the protest or appeal is granted, thenfdlebe retained by HSL.

The protest fees are as follows:

1. Non-rating protests will be $50.

2. Rating protest will be $50 per player plus $20 guestion.

3. If a protest is upheld, the protest fees anerned.

4. If the protest is denied, all fees are nonreélnhel

The Judiciary Hearings Committee, accordindhprocess in Section 12, will hear protests.
No ratings related protests are permitted duriegetid of season tournament.

A protest of a player and/or team’s NAGAAA ratiwill be considered as an ASA eligibility
protest and the protest fee applies.

Any Ratings Protest that results in a ratingsaase shall not result in a forfeit unless it
moves the Player or Team to a higher division.

SECTION 15 SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE GREIVANCE/APPEAL
PROCESS

A.

B.

The person or team in question must be challémgevriting by a current member of HSL to
the HSL Commissioner or Open Commissioner.

The written challenge must state the name op#rson or team in question, the reason for
the challenge, and a specific list of charges phainpted the challenge.
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C.

The challenge must be presented to the HSL Cesiomer for a challenge of any Executive
Council member(s), or to the Open Commissioneafonallenge within the Open Division,
for presentation to the Softball Council. (All sglguent references to the Commissioner in
the Article shall be interpreted as the HSL Comioissr or Open Commissioner as
appropriate to the challenge, except that the H8inissioner shall not preside over any
meeting in which the HSL Commissioner is the peiseing challenged, in which case the
Open Commissioner shall preside.)

The Commissioner will call a meeting of the $aft Council and notify the Softball

Council, the person or team representative oféhentin question, and the person issuing the
challenge at least five (5) days before the meetmtp the date, time, place, and reason for
the meeting.

The Commissioner will preside over the meetifige person issuing the challenge will read
his or her challenge. The person or team repraseatof the team being challenged will
respond to the challenge after such reading istigd. There will be a maximum of thirty
(30) minutes allowed for questions and comments filwe Softball Council. The person
issuing the challenge and the person or team repi&ts/e for the team being challenged
will both leave the room for a maximum of thirtyOfj3minutes to allow for discussion by the
Softball Council. At the end of the discussionthg Softball Council, the Softball Council
will vote by secret ballot to determine whether pl@eson or team is question is in violation
of HSL Guidelines.

A person or team will be considered in violatibi5% of the Softball Council in attendance
votes in favor of the challenge. The specific pigrassessed for the violation will be
determined by the nature of the infraction, basethe HSL Constitution and Open Division
Rules and Regulations. Possible penalties inclogeare not limited to, reprimand,
probation, suspension for a period not to exceesl(B) games, severe suspension lasting
from six (6) games to the end of the season arehagn probation, loss of voting privileges,
expulsion, removal from office, ineligibility for embership or ineligibility to compete in a
particular subdivision. The period of time asstazawith the penalty, if applicable, will be
determined at the time the penalty is assessed.

At the end of the vote tabulation by the Comioissr, the Commissioner will assemble all
persons involved and the decision of the Softbalirgil will be presented.

. Any person or team declared ineligible for memshg will remain so until they petition the

Executive Council for reinstatement.

Any person or team declared ineligible for mensh@ may petition the Executive Council

for reinstatement by filing such a petition witletHSL Commissioner before said person or
team begins HSL play. Any reinstatement will fellthe grievance/appeal process
guidelines above, except the person issuing thikecige need not appear.

If a person or team being challenged does raggarate with the guidelines stated above, that
person or team shall be considered ineligible femership for the rest of the season.

If the person issuing the challenge does nopeaate with the guidelines stated above, the
challenge will be dropped and that person issuiegchallenge will be suspended for a
period to be determined by the Executive Council.

SECTION 16. HSL CHAMPIONS AND GSWS REPRESENTATIVES

A.

Each division of HSL will recognize Open Divisik.eague Champions/Co-Champions. Co-
Champions are teams that finish in first place i same win/loss record. No tie breaker
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will be used to determine a single champion foutagseason champions. All teams must
play in their respective division per NAGAAA Ratmg

B. The winner of the most regular season gameach division will be declared the HSL
League Champion for that division. In case okattiere will be co-champions. If there is
only one (1) team within a division, that team sbal declared the HSL League Champion
for that division upon the completion of their rémyuseason scheduled games.

C. Participation of HSL in the GSWS will be detened by guidelines provided each year by
HSL and NAGAAA.

1.

2.

6.

The number of teams HSL can send to the GSWBrsiant to the guidelines set forth
by NAGAAA.

B, C and D divisions can send one (1) represigatto the GSWS. Any additional
berths will be awarded to the division with theliegt number of teams. If more than
one additional berth is awarded then each additioerdh will be awarded to the
division with the next highest number of teams.

HSL may also send unlimited A division team#hi® GSWS as long as the team
composition is meets the minimum required for thdivision as set forth by
NAGAAA. If HSL sends only one A division team toet GSWS, it can be an open
roster team as set forth by the NAGAAA guidelines.

The regular season HSL League Champion for éaction will be declared the
GSWS representatives. If there are co-champiotiseimegular season, there will be a
double elimination play-off between the co-champiand the winner shall be
declared the GSWS representatives for that Division

If an HSL Champion is ineligible by NAGAAA Guiliees, the second place team will
represent HSL in the GSWS.

The winner of the end of season tournamentarB{hC and D divisions will be the
second representative for their division to the GS\(if the division is allocated a
second GSWS bid). If this team is ineligible dnetvise unable to represent HSL at
the GSWS, then the bid will be made available todther teams in the division based
on the final regular season division standingsteNloat a team that has already earned
a GSWS bid based on its place in the current sestaodings may not participate in
the end of season tournament if the division’s BddBSWS bid is at stake.

In the event that that an end of season tournaoaanot be held the additional berths
will be awarded based on division standings.

D. Any team earning the right to represent HSLhim GSWS will be required to demonstrate
“Financial Ability” and “Player Commitment” to pactpate by a deadline set by the
Executive Council. Should a team be unable to destnate their ability to participate in the
GSWS, the next highest team in the standings \&iteithe opportunity to participate in the
GSWS.

1.

2.

3.

4.

“Financial Ability” requirements will be set dagear by the Executive Council based
on league funding and the GSWS Host City.

“Player Commitment” requires a minimum of ei¢®} players from the regular season
roster attend the GSWS.

Failure of any HSL team to participate in thei&safter meeting the qualifications
and stating their commitment to participate wibuk in a financial penalty and
probation to be established by the Executive Cdunci

Any NAGAAA fines will be incurred by the teams violation.

E. Anyteam earning the right to represent HSLhin&GSWS must satisfy all other requirements
for participation as may be established by NAGAA#¢c|uded but not limited to:
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. Teams may add up to four (4) eligible additigualyers, replacing active players on their
rosters or filling empty slots, as long as no ntban eighteen (18) players participate in the

GSWS.
The team must meet current NAGAAA player andnieating guidelines.
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